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Do-it-yourself artists 



They didn’t w'ait 
for someone to 
give them a 
break-they 
made their own 

CHERYLCORNACCHU 

GazeUe Woman Sews Reporter 


Somebody might have come along 
tinging: **Hey giti you've got talent, 
rm going to make you a star." But in 
the 1990s, many women aren't waiting 
to be discovert, published, produced 
or. for that matter eNen praised. 

Poet Martha Brooke, singer-song¬ 
writer Karen Hobson and spoken-word 
artist Mitsiko Miller are just three of 
the dozens of do-it-yourself artists 
making a place for themselves in Mon¬ 
treal 

Inspired by the groundswell of Cana¬ 
dian woman artists who have "made 
it" nationally and internationally, 
these women are hitting the local arts 
scene and creating innovative venues 
of their own. They are publishing 
books, making independent films and 
videos, recording their music and stag¬ 
ing concerts of all kinds in coffeehous¬ 
es, bars and clubs. 

Their thinking? 

They can’t help themselves, they 
have to be creative. But as Miller said: 
"If you do it yourself and you do it 
well you get attention." 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

Karen Hobson, 34. is in her sunny 
Pointe Claire kitchen, waiting for the 
school bus to dropoff her children and 
laughing about how much fun she is 
having. 

A year ago. the folk singer-song¬ 
writer emptied out the living room of 
her three-bedroom house and began 
putting on candlelit concerts. She and 
her husband, Dave, built a stage in the 
living room, bought 40 bright-coloured 
plastic stacking chairs and put their 
sofa on a platform - "the balcony." 
They painted their front door blue 

The Blue Door Music House stages 


alternative concerts -- six acts. 15 min¬ 
utes each - once a month. Admission is 
free (donations are welcome) and the 
place seats up to 50 people 
“We’ve been sold out every month." 
she said in an interview last week. 

The acts have included classical mu¬ 
sicians. poets, singers and dancers. 
Hobson herself has been a regular at 
the Blue Door, singing her songs about 
life and women's empowerment 
A part-time nurse at the Lakeshore 
General Hospital and a busy homemak¬ 
er and mother - her three kids range in 
age from 6 to 9 - she never played guitar 
until she picked one up two years aga 
Now. she can't do without it 
She has written 47 songs and recent¬ 
ly cut her first CD. another do-it-your¬ 
self effort that cost her $5,000. She rent¬ 


ed a sound room, recorded several 
pieces, including Imagine a Country, a 
biligual song she has sung at pro- 
Canada rallies, then had 500 CDs made. 

She has been selling the CDs at $10 a 
pop at the Blue Door and persuading 
io(^ merchants to put up her display: 
"Congratulatimis. The store you are 
standing in supports local artists." 

So far. she has sold about 70 CDs. 

“I couldn't wait around to be ’discov¬ 
ered.' " she said, explaining the dra¬ 
matic turn her life has taken in the 
past two years. 

“1 worked so hard for so long, but 
never felt fulfilled. Now; I’m really hap¬ 
py. I feel like I'm making my dreams 
come true. I’m being creative, singing - 
and singing with others. 

“One guy told me he listens to my CD 


every day. He’s driving his wife crazy 
It’s so nattering." 

She said if she had to do it all over 
again, she wtmld have started perform¬ 
ing earlier. “You can say my dream is to 
play Lilith Fair." 

♦ The next concert at the Blue Door 
Music House is March 20. For details, 
call Karen Hobson at (5N) 42&2217. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

About 20 people had turned out for 
the reading at Chapters downtown, 
and two young women in the crowd 
had obviously devoured Martha 
Brooke’s recently published Written 
for Strangers: Poems of Love & Eros 
(Zeit & Geist. $12) from cover tocover. 
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